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ISOLATED CHILDREN’S PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.30 pm]: Last Friday, 16 March, I was very fortunate to attend 
the Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association conference in Fremantle. In my short career in politics, I have been 
very lucky to have been to a number of conferences, and this ICPA conference was conducted in a very 
professional manner. I believe it was organised all by women. The majority of people on the committee were 
female and that was made up of regional wives, sisters, mothers and aunties. The morning was spent discussing 
various subjects such as the Schools of the Air and Moora Residential College. The members at the conference 
congratulated the government for reversing the closure of the Schools of the Air. They were still up in arms, of 
course, about Moora Residential College. The other politicians and I were quite nervous. It appeared that we were 
all under the same umbrella, so we wanted to keep a low profile during those discussions. 
Just before lunch, the Minister for Education, Hon Sue Ellery, arrived. I really admire the minister for rocking up 
and walking into the lions’ den. The people respected a minister of the Crown because they listened to her in 
silence and, at the end of the minister’s speech, applauded her. The calibre of the people at that conference was 
first class. Many attending the conference began their education with Schools of the Air and many had resided at 
Moora Residential College. Many of them went on to become lawyers, teachers and business executives. I wonder, 
before deciding on education cuts, whether the government believed that it was dealing with regional hillbillies or 
country bumpkins. 
It seems that the government is prepared to sacrifice regional children’s education to no benefit to anyone. This is 
a lose–lose situation. The children in isolated regions will lose greatly. The state will lose and the country will 
lose. It is quite possible that there is a future Prime Minister amongst these children and, as I am sure everyone 
here would agree, we badly need a Prime Minister! What will it take to reverse this disgraceful decision? I have 
heard from a very unreliable source that the federal Labor opposition is now looking into this decision on education 
cuts. What will it take? I believe it would take a phone call, an email, a letter or possibly a visit from Mr Shorten. 
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